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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, BF 

SUBJ: PM'S COMMENTS ON CONTINENTAL SHELF RESOURCES 

1. PM PINDLING SPEAKING ON REGULAR MONTHLY RADIO PROGRAM 
CONTACT AUGUST 10 DISCUSSED SPINY LOBSTER NEGOTIATIONS AND 
OTHER RESOURCES OF CONTINENTAL SHELF GCOB MAY WANT TO PROTECT. 

2. PM CHARACTERIZED SPINY LOBSTER NEGOTIATIONS AS QUOTE FIRST 
MAJOR STEP SINCE INDEPENDENCE - PERHAPS THE ONE MOST IMPORTANT 
TO OUR ECONOMIC SURVIVAL AS THE SEA IS PERHAPS THE BAHAMAS' 

ONLY NATURAL RESOURCE END QUOTE. 

3. IN DISCUSSING POTENTIAL BOYCOTT BY ILA PM SAID IF ONE WERE 
TO OCCUR, WHICH HE BELIEVED UNLIKELY. IT WOULD HAVE SERIOUS 
ECONOMIC EFFECT ON THE BAHAMAS. IT WOULD BE A QUOTE POOR 
GESTURE ON THE PART OF THE U.S. TO PERMIT A BOYCOTT AND THAT 
BAHAMIANS WOULD REALLY REALIZE WHO THEIR FRIENDS ARE. IT'S 
ABOUT TIME WE DO. I SUPPOSE. END QUOTE. HE DID MENTION, 

HOWEVER, THAT HE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT USG COULD DO TO PREVENT A 
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BOYCOTT. HE SAID ALL THE BAHAMAS COULD DO WOULD BE TO RELY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


ON INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION WHICH WOULD BE AGAINST QUOTE 
THIS OBVIOUS ATTEMPT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A SMALL POOR FRIENDLY 
NATION WHICH ONLY WANTED TO DEVELOP ITS OWN LITTLE TINY INDUSTRY 
END QUOTE. 

4. PM ADDED THAT MOVE TO PROTECT GCOB'S EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS TO THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF WAS MOTIVATED NOT ONLY BY INTEREST IN FISHING 
BUT BECAUSE OF ENERGY RESOURCES WHICH MIGHT BE FOUND ON THE 
SHELF AS WELL. HE SAID PARTS OF THE BANKS MAY CONTAIN OIL 
AND THAT GCOB HAS A VITAL NATIONAL ECONOMIC INTEREST TO PROTECT 
THEIR RESOURCES WHICH MAY BE ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF. 
SPECIFICALLY IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT OIL MIGHT BE FOUND ON 
QUOTE THE BANKS TO THE SOUTHWEST, NORTHWEST AND NORTH, PART- 
ICULARLY THE BLAKE PLATEAU NORTH OF ABACO AND GRAND BAHAMA 
END QUOTE. 
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